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We thank God for the gift of 
our seminarians. Young men 
who are following Christ, ‘the 
light of the world’. May God 

grant them and others an 
open and discerning heart, 
to hear afresh Christ’s call 
to offer themselves for the 
priesthood in our diocese.

Fr. Ralph Candy, 
Vocations Director

Today we celebrate ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’. What 
makes the shepherd good? The Gospel for today specifies 

two things: his willingness to lay down his life for his 
sheep, and the fact that he knows his sheep personally, 

recognizing their voices. Generous self-giving and a 
pastoral heart define the seminarian of today.

Hugo Lomax and Andrius Spiridonovas continue their 
seminary formation at Allen Hall in London and will be 

joined by Julian Pinto this autumn. Sam Mapletoft, after 
successfully completing the Ministry Experience Scheme in 
Exeter, will be starting the propaedeutic year in Valladolid 

too. They provide a beacon of hope for the future.

As a diocese, we always respond generously to the needs of 
our priests and seminarians. At present the Seminarians 

Fund is raising around £45,000 per year. However, it costs 
around £35,500 per year to fund a student (including 

tuition fees), so there’s an obvious problem!

By September 2024 we will have four men in formation.  
Our costs are therefore likely to increase considerably to 
around £142,000 per annum. Are you able to help fund 

these young men, who are giving up their lives in  
service of the Church?
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‘I am 
the light of 
the world’ 
- John 8:12 



HOW TO GIFT AID YOUR DONATION 
If you are a UK taxpayer, the value of your donation can 

increase by 25% under the Gift Aid scheme at no extra cost to 
you. The charity will reclaim 25p for every £1 you give.  You can 
cancel your declaration at any time by telling us. Please tell us 

too if you change your name or address or no longer  
pay enough tax to claim gift aid. 

DECLARATION 
I want to Gift Aid all donations starting from the date I sign this 

declaration. I am happy for the personal information on this 
form and details of my donations to be processed and stored by 
the charity (Plymouth Diocesan Trust registered charity number 

213227) in order to reclaim Gift Aid. I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains 
Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations  

in a tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 

WAYS TO MAKE A SINGLE DONATION 
At Your Church  (with appeal envelope) 

You can use the white Seminarians Fund appeal 
envelopes at your church. Complete the Gift Aid 

declaration if you can and hand in the sealed  
envelope during Mass. 

At Your Church (no appeal envelope) 
If you do not have an appeal envelope but still want to 
give at your church, use a plain envelope. Tell us the 

amount you are giving by completing the section below. 
Complete the Gift Aid declaration if you can. Place your 
donation and this page in a plain envelope and hand in 

the sealed envelope during Mass. 

BY POST 
You can send a donation by cheque directly to the Diocese 

of Plymouth. Tell us the amount you are sending by 
completing the section below. If you wish to Gift Aid your 
donation, complete the Gift Aid section overleaf and then 

send this together with your cheque to: 

Diocese of Plymouth, St Boniface House,  
Ashburton, Devon, TQ13 7JL 

Please make cheques payable to:  PDT Bishop 
Christopher Jubilee Fund for Seminarians 

You do not have to give your name below (e.g. you may wish to donate 
anonymously or you may be completing the Gift Aid Declaration overleaf) 

but it helps us to know the amount and method of giving. 

I am donating to Plymouth Diocesan Trust (Charity 
Number 213227) (for the Seminarians Fund) the sum of: 

Amount in figures  Method (cash/cheque/both) 
    £ 

Title (Mr, Mrs, etc) 

Forename 

Surname

*Amount in words   *Amount in figures 

             

*Date of first payment 

*and thereafter (circle one from the following list)

MONTHLY   QUARTERLY   ANNUALLY 

until further notice. This order replaces any existing 
instruction in favour of the payee 

*Signature    

*Date 

HOW TO DONATE REGULARLY  
BY BANKER’S ORDER 

Please set up a standing order online using the details below  
or take the completed form to your bank.   

Mandatory fields are marked with an asterisk * 

Payee’s Bank Details: National Westminster Bank plc
 Sort code 56-00-63  |  Account number 37030094 

Account title: PRCDTR Fund for Seminarians 
Address of branch: Plymouth City Centre, 14 Old Town 

Street, Plymouth, Devon PL1 1DG 

Thank you for choosing to give a donation to the  
Diocese of Plymouth’s Seminarians Fund

£

*Bank account number   *Bank sort code 

*Account Title 

*Bank Name 

*Bank Address 

Please make the payments detailed below and 
debit my account with the sum of 

*Signature  *Date 

Mandatory fields are marked with an asterisk * 

*Title (Mr, Mrs, etc.) 

*Forename (in full) 

*Surname 

*Address 

*Postcode 

Email address 

 
I have set up a standing order from my bank  

account starting from 

*Date 

Signing indicates that you have read and agree to 
making the declaration above 

Protecting your privacy. A record of your personal information and donations will be held by the Diocese. You can find the full Diocesan Privacy Notice at https://www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/


